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 I hope all of you enjoyed the Cultural Day function held in the beginning of February.  I once again 
thank the community children for taking part in the talent show.  We had tried to bring in a variety of profes-
sional artists from outside the community to perform in the second part for our audience.  Hope all of you 
enjoyed the whole event. 

 As all of you know we are celebrating KST Ugadi function on Saturday, April 17, 2010 at Port Credit 
Secondary School in Mississauga.  Ugadi has always been a grand function in Kannada Sangha and this year as 
well the function will live up to that tradition.  The format of the Ugadi function will more or less be on the 
same lines as Naada Habba in that there will be two interesting programs between 3.30-4.30 in the after-
noon as listed below. 

Magic Show: Rajeshwar Wupradrishta a professional magician who has enthralled kids and adults alike with 
his excellent magic tricks for two decades has agreed to perform for our audience.  He has done shows for 
corporations, get-togethers, product promotions in Show Rooms, Star Hotels, Schools, Colleges, etc. He has 
done several shows in India and abroad.  This will be an excellent magic show and I request all of you to at-
tend and enjoy. 

Speech on why astrology is science: The second one will be a thought provoking speech by Mr. Tapan Das  
P.H.D., P.Eng. who will be talking on Why Astrology is Science. Stars and planets have different influences on 
our lives depending on their position in their signs and heavenly houses . . . all these cosmic forces shape our 
thoughts, which in turn direct our actions.  If we are warned that we are prone to rash actions due to the in-
fluence of certain planets, then we can hold a check on our emotion and avoid rash action and catastrophic 
results. If we know that the position of the planets give a favourable condition, then we can take advantage 
of it by proper action.  This is how astrology can help us without giving specific answers to specific questions. 

 Dinner will be between 5.00-6.30 p.m. and the stage programs will start at 6.45.  We are planning to 
have Dhandiya  after that to end the day.  We have received some very interesting entries for Ugadi event 
including the ever popular Yakshagana, a humorous Kananda Drama by adults, Kannada play by children, pa-
triotic dance/drama by ladies, and many more interesting items.  This year Ugadi function at KST will be a 
memorable one and please all of you try to attend right from 3.30 in the afternoon. 

 I must thank my committee members each of who have given me an excellent support in the conduct 
of KST activities so far.  Our term is almost coming to an end.  After the big Ugadi event we will be looking for 
the Annual Picnic and the formation of the new Executive Committee (EC) to take over from us.  In this con-
text I request the community members to come forward and prepare for the new EC and take Kannada 
Sangha to new heights.  It is my sincere desire that we stay together as a strong community and encourage in 
new talent to come to the forefront.  Lot of Kannadigas have come to GTA in the last 5-6 years and I particu-
larly request these people to come forward and take part in our activities and continue this great Sangha 
which was founded by our elders more than 37 years ago. 

 On the lines discussed earlier nominations for The Ontario Volunteer Service Awards have been for-
warded to the Ministry who will be mailing out the invitations for Award Ceremony in the near future. 

Looking forward to seeing all of you on April 17. Warm Regards.  
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From the President’s Desk: Raghu Jangamakote 
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This year our Ugadi Habba celebrations will have a wonderful mixture of different cultural entertainment 
items and we hope all of you will enjoy our special line-up. The dinner menu has been carefully selected 
and we are certain you will have a sumptuous meal. We, the Kannada Sangha Executive Committee invite 
all you Kannadigas to attend the function on: Saturday, April 17, 2010  
 
Details: 
Between 3:30 and 4:30 in the afternoon, we have two activities running parallel for your entertainment and 
information. 
 
- Rajeshwar Wupradrishta a professional magician who has enthralled kids and adults alike with his excel-
lent magic tricks for two decades has agreed to perform for our audience.  He has done shows for corpora-
tions, get-togethers, product promotions in Show Rooms, Star Hotels, Schools, Colleges, etc. He has done 
several shows in India and abroad.  This will be an excellent magic show and we request all of you to attend 
and enjoy.   This is a great opportunity for children and adults alike to watch a professional magic show. 
 
- The second one will be a thought provoking speech by Mr. Tapan Das  P.H.D., P.Eng. who will be talking 
on Why Astrology is Science. Stars and planets have different influences on our lives depending on their po-
sition in their signs and heavenly houses . . . all these cosmic forces shape our thoughts, which in turn direct 
our actions.  If we are warned that we are prone to rash actions due to the influence of certain planets, 
then we can hold a check on our emotion and avoid rash action and catastrophic results. If we know that 
the position of the planets give a favorable condition, then we can take advantage of it by proper action.  
This is how astrology can help us without giving specific answers to specific questions 
 
Dinner will be served at 5:00 pm and the evening entertainment will begin at 6:45 pm. The entertainment 
programs this year have been carefully put together to include a range of Kannada items such as a dance 
piece by children, a traditional folk dance number from the villages of India, a dance-drama conducted by 
KST’s very own members, a humorous  play by reputed artists in the community, etc., etc., finishing with 
the ever popular Yakshagana. 
 

We hope you can join us on the 17th of April for a fun filled Ugadi celebration. 
�X�2�S�h�¡�l�Å�^�Ð�`�U�i�Ç  �>�Ò�s�B�8�c�h,  �X�\�(�S�h�•�e�´�� �d�V�Q�+�c�h�`�ƒ�S�h �*�9�Ð�c�h  

�c�h�C-�S�h�3�C�D�­�l�^�Ð�`�† �c�¨�e�U, �4�S�h �&�:�S�h �Z�h�U�Ç�œ�l�[�9  �I�Ö�¨�e�U   

Port Credit Secondary School  
70 Mineola Road East  

Mississauga, ON  
L5G 2E5 
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Looking Back on Cultural Day: Sampath Sridhara 

�±�e�2�c���&�B���(�£�e�G�\�ž�l: �c�2�V�R���<�Î�s�T�\ 

 The cultural evening program of Kannada Sangha was held on Sunday, February 7th, 2010 at York 
Woods Public Library auditorium in North York. The Program started at 5.30PM after a well staged Children’s 
Talent Program and a coffee/tea/snack break. 
Following invocation and National Anthem singing, the show began with a classical Bharatanatyam dance in 
Tanjore style by students of Smt.Prabha Raghavan of Sri Sanskriti Dance Academy, Mississauga. This dance 
was a THILLANA in praise of Lord Venkateshwara.  The second dance by students of the same academy was a 
FUSION of Bharatanatyam and contemporary dance reflecting the multicultural nature of present day Cana-
dian society. The dancers rendered both items with a superb combination of style, tempo, movement and 
expression. 
 The next item was one of the two highlights of the evening show- a Jugalbandi competition of two 
percussion instruments, Tabla and Mrudangam (of North and South India respectively). This item was per-
formed by two students of Sri. Sanjay Divekar, founder of Crystal Percussion Academy. The playful competi-
tion that ensued brought out the uniqueness as well as harmony of Hindustani and Carnatic music world. 
Sri.Sarath Kumarasinghe gave a beautiful rendition of popular Hindi songs using a stringed instrument known 
as Esraj or Dilruba, specific to regions of north east and central India. Many of us heard this instrument for the 
first time and the flow of music and melody from it truly captured our hearts. The artist was accompanied on 
flute by two young children for one of the numbers. 
 The next item was the second highlight of the evening show- Carnatic music on Nadaswaram by Satish 
Kumar, who was accompanied by Shiva Kumar on Drum or Thavil. The sounds of Nadaswaram and Thavil filled 
the auditorium and brought back the nostalgic memories of weddings and temple functions of South India. 
 The final item of the evening show was a vocal rendition of popular Hindi film songs by students of 
Smt.Rajashree Karandikar of Rageshree School of Music in Mississauga. The audience was enthralled by the 
popular Hindi film tunes. 
 All the five entertainment items of the evening were well received by the audience. I must congratu-
late our president Raghu and his team for showcasing an excellent array of local artists in a variety of fields 
and bringing out a great cultural show. The organization and time management skills of the KST executive are 
commendable. The show finished on time around 8.00PM considering most of us had to go to work the next 
day. Thanks to all the volunteers who prepared coffee/tea/snacks and I understand that the proceeds from 
the sale of food goes toward Kannada Sangha Student Scholarship Fund. 
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 Purandara Dasa was born in 1485 AD in a village called Purandara near Aaraga in Shi-
moga Jilla  in Karnataka State. The earliest historical record in which his name appears is a cop-
per edict (thaamra shaasana) found in Kamalapur in Bellary Jilla of Karnataka State. The copper  
edict describes a gift deed of the Vijayanagar King, Krishna Deva Raya  dated 24th February 1526. 
The gift deed was presented to Vyasa Raya, his guru in the Vijaya Vithala temple in the city of 
Vijayanagar. By that gift deed, the King awarded his Raja Guru, Vyasa Raya a whole village. Raja 
Guru, Vyasa Raya in turn distributed the village property to 308 scholars, whose names are in-
scribed in the copper Edict. Three of the names are Lakshmana Dasa, Hebana Dasa, and 
Madhwapa Dasa, who are the sons of Purandara  Dasa. The name of   Purandara  Dasa appears 
only as the father of the 3 sons, who are recipients of the distributed property. We understand 
from it that the 3 sons of Purandara  Dasa lived in Hampi or Vijayanagar. Purandara  Dasa him-
self was alive but was probably travelling to various shrines and pilgrimage centres of India. 
 The second evidence of Purandara  Dasa occurs in a biographical sketch of Tallapakam 
Annamacharya, the famous Telugu composer and devotee of Venkateswara at Tirupathi. It was written by his grandson, Talla-
pakam Chinna Anna. In it there is a record of a conversation between  Annamacharya and  Purandara  Dasa. then. When Anna-
macharya sang a composition on Lord Venkateswara Purandara  Dasa remarked that Annamacharya was like Lord Venkateswara 
himself. Annamacharya asked Purandara  Dasa to sing one of his compositions. After hearing Purandara Dasa Annamacharya re-
marked that he was like Panduranga Vithala of Pandharapur. This conversation is recorded in the biography of Tallapakam Anna-
macharya, written by his grandson, Tallapakam Chinna Anna. Annamacharya lived upto 99 years. He died in 1507. At the time of 
this conversation, Purandara  Dasa was a very young person of 21 or 22. Apart from these two references there is no further direct 
historical evidence on Purandara  Dasa. 
 We hear next of Purandara  Dasa in the writings of Vijaya Dasa, a saint poet who lived in the 17th century. It is through his 
writings that we learn of the earlier life of Purandara  Dasa as a jeweller with the name of Srinivasa Nayak. Srinivasa Nayak was a 
successful and wealthy jeweller, who was very frugal with his money. In fact he was called a miser by his critics. One day a poor 
man went to his shop asking for a small donation to help him perform the wedding of his daughter. Srinivasa Nayak refused to 
make any donation and sent him away.  The poor man then went to Srinivasa Nayak’s  house and asked his wife for a donation. 
Srinivasa Nayak’s wife donated her diamond nose ring. The poor man took it to Srinivasa Nayak’s shop to sell and get some money 
for it. Srinivasa Nayak suspected that it was his wife’s diamond nose ring. Asking the man to wait, Srinivasa Nayak hurried home 
and demanded his wife to show her diamond nose ring. Unable to bear the hurt of disgrace she decided to end her life by drinking 
poison. Just then as if by miracle her diamond nose ring fell from above. When Srinivasa Nayak realised what had happened and 
saw in it the unseen hand of God he decided to seek a life of renunciation.   
He met Vyasa Raya, who was a guru of the Vijayanagar king, Krishna Deva Raya. He initiated Srinivasa Nayak into becoming a 
dhaarmic messenger and gave him the name Purandara  Dasa. Vyasa Raya initiated several such disciples into becoming messen-
gers of God. Another notable disciple was Kanaka Dasa, who was a shepherd by profession. Kanaka Dasa wrote many literary works 
of great merit in Kannada. 
 Purandara  Dasa’s lifetime was very eventful in Karnataka. Although more than 150 years had elapsed since Harihara and 
Bukka Raya had established the Vijayanagar kingdom, there was no stability in the land. The surrounding Bahmani muslim kings of 
Bidar, Bijapur and Golkonda were frequently raiding the Vijayanagar kingdom to destabilise and if possible to break up and annex 
the hindu kingdom. On the west coast of India the Portugese traders were trying to establish their foothold by building fortresses 
and extending their influence into the interior. In such uncertain times Saaluva Narasimha, an army commander usurped the 
throne of Vijayanagar kingdom in 1485. That is the year when Purandara Dasa was born, a time of political uncertainty. 
Socially the Kannada people were greatly influenced by the teachings of Basaveswara, a revolutionary thinker of the 12th Century, 
who repudiated the rigid caste system and the injustices perpetrated by it. Basaveswara and his followers used simple spoken Kan-
nada words in a prose style called ‘Vachanas’ to spread their teachings. Purandara Dasa also used simple spoken Kannada in his 
songs praising service and devotion to God. He laid out the foundation of Karnatik music and is known as the ‘Grandfather 
(Pithaamaha)’ of Karnatik music.  
When Vijayanagar was defeated by the neighbouring muslim rulers, who combined their resources to raid and pillage the city of 
Vijayanagar much of Purandara Dasa’s writings were lost. Also many of the famous temples and monuments built by the Vijayana-
gar Kings over centuries were destroyed and looted.  Puranadar Dasa died in 1565, the year in which Vijayanagar was defeated and 
destroyed. 

Purandara Dasa (1485-1565): Sim Murthy 
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The Holy Land of Sringeri: Akhila Shankar 
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Jai  
Karnataka  

Here is the date for the final Kannada Sangha 
Event during the 2009-2010 term. Make sure to 
pencil it into your calendar. 
 

KST Picnic 
July 10, 2010 
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ARE YOU LOOKING TO ADVERTISE A BUSINESS OR A CAUSE? 
 

THE KANNADA VAANI IS A GREAT WAY TO GET A MESSAGE 
ACROSS! 

 
CONTACT STUTHI 

BALAJI  FOR 
MORE DETAILS. 

  1 Page ½ Page ¼ Page 

Single Issue $100 $60 $30 

Five Issues $400 $250 $125 



Executive Committee Contact Information 

Check us out at 
www.kstoronto.com 

�B�U�Ç�N���c�2�E���š�l�i�s�ª�e�2�š�l�i�s 
Kannada Sangha Toronto 

Raghu Jangamakote 

President 
Phone: 905-997-6750 

rjangamakote@gmail.com 

Harshala Rajesh 

Vice President 
Phone: 905-821-0886 
harshala@hotmail.com 

Nayana Sondi 
Secretary 

Phone: 905-286-4710 
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Phone: 647-723-3000 
chetan2202@yahoo.com 

Stuthi Balaji 
Kannada Vaani Editor 
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Please send all your queries and comments to kannadasangha@kstoronto.com 

Jet Airways Ticket 
 Jet Airways has been kind enough to sponsor one return air ticket to Delhi, Mumbai or Chennai on the occasion 
of our Ugadi function. The lucky winner will be selected as below: 

A limited quantity of 100 door prize tickets will be available for sale from now till the Ugadi day on April 17 on a first 
come first served basis.  Each such ticket is priced $20. The moment we have sold the 100 tickets, the entries will be 
closed and one lucky number from 1 to 100 will be picked. When you call for buying a ticket, you may choose any num-
ber 1-100 to be allocated to you, based on availability.  Your name will be entered in the log with that specific number 
allocated. Please call Raghu Jangamakote 647 818 9547 to book your ticket with your chosen number or send an email 
to kannadasangha@kstoronto.com.  If a particular number is taken, an alternative number will be suggested. This is a 
great opportunity to win a $1300 value air ticket for just $20.  As we are restricting the number of door tickets  to only 
100, the probability of winning is not diluted. 
 

Lata Pada has been nominated Top 25 Canadian Immigrants List 
 We are very proud to announce that Lata Pada has been selected as one of the finalists for the Second Annual 
Top 25 Canadian Immigrants List.  The list recognizes immigrants who have made a difference in Canada and who are 
positive role models for new immigrants. We are very proud of her achievements as she is the First Indian Artist to re-
ceive the Order of Canada Award. It is a matter of great pride for the Kannada community in Toronto that someone of 
the stature of Lata Pada is considered for this prestigious award.  In this connection Lata Pada has been invited to at-
tend the Investiture Ceremony at Rideau Hall in Ottawa hosted by the Governor General of Canada Michaëlle Jean. 

 Most important - the final selection of Lata Pada for this prestigious award will be based on a web-based voting 
system and hence we request the entire Kannada community to vote for Lata Pada on                        
www.canadianimmigrant.ca/top25.   Voting is open until 16th April 2010.  Please pass this information on to your 
friends and family.  Lata Pada’s victory is a victory and fame for the Kannada community in Toronto. 


